
Identifying evergreen plants 

Trees and shrubs either keep their leaves through the winter (evergreen) or lose 

all their leaves in the fall (deciduous). Some plants are called semi-evergreens. 
They lose only some of their leaves, lose them later in the winter, or only when 

conditions are harsh. Evergreens are either conifers or broadleaf evergreens. 

 
Can you find five evergreen plants in the park? Look at the shape of the leaves. 

Are the plants conifers with needle or scale-like leaves or broadleaf evergreens? 
By following the key below, you can identify some of the common evergreens. 

Or try using the electronic version from arborday.org:  
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Broadleaf Scales Needles 

Needles in 

groups of 2-5 

Pine tree 

Single 

needles 

Needles easily roll 

between fingers 

Needles flat, 

don’t roll  

Hemlock, fir 

and China fir 

ree 

Spruce, deodar and 

Atlas cedar tree 

 

Magnolia 

White, 

red and 

Japanese 

cedar 

No cone-

like 

structures 

Berries in 

cone-like 

structures 

Holly or 

rhododendron 


